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Section A: Augustus 
 

Question Answer Marks 

1(a)(i) Who were the Parthians (line 2)? Make two points. 
 

• Rome’s eastern neighbour 

• Rival empire/enemy of the Romans 

• Who defeated Crassus 

• Capturing Roman standards 

• Which were returned to Augustus 
(Any 2) 

2 

1(a)(ii) In which year was Caesar assassinated (line 3)? 
 
44 BCE 

1 

1(a)(iii) What was the name of Augustus’ mother (line 7)? 
 
Atia 

1 

1(a)(iv) In which year did Augustus die? 
 
14 CE 

1 
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Question Answer Marks 

1(b) How important was Augustus’ link with Julius Caesar in enabling him to 
gain political power following Julius Caesar’s assassination? 
 
Use this passage as a starting point for your answer. 
 
Use the 20 mark extended response marking criteria. 
 
Candidates must make some reference to information in the passage but 
should also provide other information from sources they have studied. The 
amount of material from the passage and elsewhere does not need to be 
balanced to gain the marks 
 
AO1 – Knowledge and understanding – 8 marks. 
Marks should be awarded using the marking criteria for AO1. 
 
In the passage: 

• Suetonius describes how Augustus was named as Caesar’s heir 

• Augustus accepted his inheritance. 
 
Elsewhere: 

• Augustus was adopted by Caesar as his son 

• He took the name Gaius Julius Caesar Octavianus 

• He paid Caesar’s legacies to the Roman people 

• He had Caesar deified 

• He vowed to build the temple of Mars Ultor. 
 
AO2 – Analysis and evaluation – 12 marks. 
Marks should be awarded using the marking criteria for AO2. 
 
In the passage: 

• Augustus levied armies. 
 
Elsewhere: 

• His position as Caesar’s son gave him control of Caesar’s wealth and 
clients 

• He used Caesar’s name to levy armies from Caesar’s soldiers and 
veterans 

• By paying Caesar’s legacies, he made himself even more popular with 
the Roman people 

• By deifying Caesar, he made himself the son of a god 

• Avenging Caesar, and the temple of Mars Ultor showed his pietas 

• Caesar had been popular with the people of Rome. 
 
There is no doubt that the link with Caesar gave Augustus a way to obtain a 
position of power. How important the link was is up to the individual 
candidates to decide. 

20 


