
9274/21 Cambridge International AS & A Level – Mark Scheme 
PUBLISHED 

October/November 
2024  

 

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2024 Page 16 of 21  
 

Section C: Architecture of the Roman City 
 

Question Answer Marks 

7(a)(i) In which Italian city is this forum located? 
 
Pompeii 

1 

7(a)(ii) Identify the buildings marked X and Y on the plan. 
 

• Temple of Jupiter 

• Macellum 

2 

7(a)(iii) Give two different functions of the forum. 
 

• Social (1) 

• Economic (1) 

• Religious (1) 

• Political (1) 

• Judicial (1) 

• Administrative (1) 
 

[any 2] 

2 
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Question Answer Marks 

7(b) Compare this forum with the Piazza of the Corporations in Ostia. Which 
do you think a Roman would have found more impressive? 
 
Use the 20 mark extended response marking criteria. 
 
AO1 – Knowledge and understanding – 8 marks.  
Marks should be awarded using the marking criteria for AO1. 
 
Answers may include reference to the following points: 
 
Pompeian forum: 

• Has a large open space 

• Surrounded by colonnades 

• Contains temples – Temple of Jupiter, Apollo, Lares, Vespasian 

• Macellum  

• Comitium 

• Building of Eumachia 

• Municipal offices 

• Basilica 

• Public weights and measures table. 
 
Piazza of the Corporations: 

• Large colonnaded square 

• Three wings 

• Fourth wing has Temple of Ceres 

• Cose to theatre 

• 61 rooms decorated with mosaics at the entrances 

• Acted as offices. 
 
AO2 – Analysis and evaluation – 12 marks. 
Marks should be awarded using the marking criteria for AO2. 
 
Answers may include reference to the following points: 
 
Impressive: 
 
Pompeian forum: 

• Large open space 

• Marble colonnades 

• Variety of public buildings  

• Variety of different functions 

• Scale of the buildings. 
 
Piazza of the Corporations: 

• Similar to layout of standard forum 

• Number of rooms (61) 

• Mosaics illustrating trade of owners/tenants of the rooms 

• Allowed many traders to be housed and contacted in one place 

• Aould have been decorated with statues of prominent Ostian citizens 

• Close to other important buildings – theatre, Temple of Ceres. 

20 
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Question Answer Marks 

7(b) Not impressive: 
 

• Pompeian forum 

• Small number of different buildings 

• Enclosed 

• Piazza of the Corporations 

• Open square/piazza 

• Rooms/offices are small in comparison to the buildings of the forum 

• Limited range of functions in comparison to the forum 

• Temple of Ceres small in comparison to the temples in the forum 
 
It is up to the candidates to decide which of the two complexes a Roman 
would have found more impressive. Candidates should make specific 
reference to details from the complexes to support their answer. 

 


